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61 shall not deprecate the most violent discussion as to the propriety
of meddling with masterpieces. All I can say is that the temptation
to do it, and sometimes the circumstances 'which demand it, are
irresistible.'                                                                   G. B. S.
At an Executive Council Meeting of the Governors of
the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon,
a proposal to revive Cymbeline in 1937 was quashed on the
ground that the fifth act always went to pieces. Himself
a Governor, Shaw suggested that the revival would find
favour if he contributed a new fifth act. To his surprise
the applause greeting this blasphemy was not wholly jocular3
and the idea began to haunt him until he exorcised it by
doing the job. The result; however, was first offered to
the public in London, as noted above, and not in Shake-
speare's town.
The general question of whether Shaw is the man to
improve on Shakespeare is touched on later in this book.
(55)                               GENEVA
Written in 1938. First production by Roy Limbert at the
Maivern Festival on 1st August 1938; and subsequently by him at
the Saville Theatre, London, on 22nd November 1938. First
North American production by the Colbourne-Jones Company at
the Royal Alexandra Theatre, Toronto, Canada, on 30th October
19395 and subsequently by Gilbert Miller and the Colbourne-
Jones Company at the Henry Miller Theatre, New York,, on 3Oth
January 1940.
Among the First Players.
Bombardone was played in England by Cecil Trouncer, and in
America by Ernest Borrow. Battler was played in England by
Norman Wooland and Walter Hudd, and in America by Maurice
Colbourne. The Judge was pkyed by Donald Wolfit and Alexander
Knox in England, and by Barry Jones in America. Sir Orpheus
Midknder in England was Ernest Thesigen in America, Laurence
Hanray. Begonia Brown was created by Eileen Beldon, who was
followed in the part by Alison Leggatt in London, and by Norah
Howard in America. The Secretary of the League of Nations, in "
both England and America, was Cyril Gardiner.
*Lord Acton's dictum that power corrupts gives no idea of the
extent to which flattery, deference, power, and apparently unlimited